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speaking ol old traditions 
One of the rich traditional events of the campus is 
the Stephens Oratory Con test, said to be the oldest 
public speaki ng contest west of the Mississippi. Its 
hi story spa ns a period o[ 108 years. T he contest wa 
begun in i 850 a a Commen ement act ivi ty. Even-
tually it became a test of ab ili ty in oratory, and ul-
timately a fixed campus tradition. 
In 1867 J. L. Stephens donated 500 to the Un iver-
sity to estab lish a prize ror oratory. Since the ma-
chinery for such competition already xisted, the 
money was used to prov ide an award. As a result, in 
1868, W. A. L ientz o( Ro heport, Mo. re eived the 
first Stephens Medal. In 1899 Miss Da ily L. Gordon 
became the first woman to win the award; since then 
there have been severa l women winners. 
Consistentl y the Steph ns Medal has been won by 
outsta nding students who went on to achieve u -
cess in their fi elds. Guy A. Thompson, winner in 
1898, beca me president of the Ameri an Bar Asso-
cia tion. C leve land A. Newton, 1902 winner, was a 
four-term congressman from St. Louis and once a n 
assista nt U ni ted States Attorney General. Later win-
ners have incl uded severa l men who are n ow prom-
inen t attorneys in Missouri a nd other states. 
T his year, Thomas L. Fernandez, director of fo ren-
sics at the University, wrote to (a rmer Stephens Medal 
winners, whose response indica ted their loyalty to the 
oratory contest. "One o[ my most vivid memories" 
and "I put a high va lue on my Stephens Medal even 
today" were some of the express ions they wrote. Many 
asked for more information on details of the contest 
as h andled these days; all wished continuing su ccess 
for the event and h oped that it was receiving the rec-
ognition on the campus which they felt it deserved. 
Some were able to accept a n invitation to return for 
the 1958 contest for a reunion of Medal winners, and 
oth ers hoped a similar event cou ld be planned for 
n ex t year. T he contest was held in the Memorial 
Student U nion, preceded by a reception. Attendan e 
and interest showed a promising upturn. 
T he contest is ca rri ed on in the best public speak -
ing tradition. Contestants select their own topics an d 
are encouraged to speak ex temporaneously. 
The Stephens Oratory Contest ha had its lea n 
years. O n several occas ions no award was made. Fol-
lowing are the results over the past go year (the 
asterisks denote deceased winn rs): 
• 1868 W. A. Lientz; 1869, no award; • 1 70, 0. L. Houts; 
•187 1, John E. Johnston; • 1 72, George F. Davis; • 1873, .J er-
ro ld R. Letcher; • 1874, Curtis B. Rol lin s; 1875, Art hur \ . 
Ch amberla in; 1876, no award ; 1877, .James J . Collin s; • 1878, 
F. W. Kumpf; • 1879, R. W. Gentry; 1880, no award; 188 1, 
' "'· S. Cowherd; 1882-84, no award; • 1885, T homas Lewis 
Rubey; 1886-92, no award; 1893, King Debord; • 1894, James 
Winter Wight; 1 95, Homer Rawlins Mi tche ll ; 1896, T homas 
.Jefferson Eppes; • 1897, Monon Hord Pemberton; • 1898, Gu y 
Atwood T hompson; 1899, Daisy Lenore Gordon; • 1900, Henry 
W . Morgan; • 1go1 , Harry I-I. Smiley; 1902, Clevelan d A. New-
ton ; • 1903, Harold C. Thurman; • 1904, George W. Ridgeway; 
1905, no award; 1906, Oliver Lee Steele; • 1907 , W illi am T. 
Nardin; 1908, Floyd E. Jacobs; 1909-12, no award; 191 3, George 
C. Willson, Jr .; 1914, Rush H. Limbaugh; 19 15- 17, no award; 
191 8, Fred R. Suddarth; 1919, Fred Richard Suddarth; 1920-21 , 
no awa rd; 1922, Louis D. Polle r; • 1923, J. Grant Frye; 1924, 
Horace W. Hughes; 1925, Richard D. Shewma ker; 1926, J a n 
Paul Bradshaw; 1927, Vencil Q. Hannon; 1928, Mrs. L. A. 
Douglas; 1929, Donald Clin ton Cox; 1930, N. Von A llen Car-
lisle; 1931 , Wall ace Palmer; 1932 , Jessie Lou McGraw; 1933, 
Everett Gillelle; 1934 , Lafe Allen, Jr. ; 1935, David Skeer; 1936, 
Robert J. Fowks; 1937, William E. eelen; 1938, T homas E. 
Klingner; 1939, Roy C. Miller; 1940, Rosemary Sye 'lyers; 
194 1, Robert Bell Stewa rt; 1942 , Ralph Andrew Loomis; 1944, 
Eleanor Ann Heins; 19,15, Emma Lee Reed; 1946, Joann a Aly; 
194.7, Robert L. Varner; 1948, Roben Eugene Yocom; 1949, 
Willard A. Larsen ; 1950, Marshall Robert Loeb; 195 1, Henry 
Bradsher; 1952, Barbara Lee Brown; 1953, Ca rl De Witt Gum, 
Jr. ; 1954, John Jeffers Macca llum; 1955, William R. Griffiths; 
1956, Robert Curran; 1957, Paul Stark ; 1958, Mary Ann R ay. 
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